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This course will introduce students to some of the salient ideas put forth by three major Europe:
thinkers of the 20th Century: Friedrich Nietzsche, Sigmund Freud, and Jean-Paul Sartre. We begin
journey with a look at Nietzsche' s concept of the will to power, his remedy to what he called
nihilism. We will interpret Nietzsche’ s ideas in the context of the Industrial Revolution and tl
Imperialism of the late 19th Century. This will lead us toward a new understanding of the concep?
freedom, which was important not only for Nietzsche’ s philosophy, but also for Freud s emerging
theory of psychoanalysis, and later for existentialism as understood by Sartre. We will then move
to look at Freud' s views on civilization in the context of WWI, emphasizing the re-emergence of
several ideas that were already present in Nietzsche s thinking. We will then look at Sartre’ s
WWII views on the human condition, which culminated in his notion of radical freedom, and focus ¢
Sartre’ s struggle with an existentialist ethics. With the death of Sartre in 1980 and the seemii
collapse of his program for collective freedom, the course will take stock of some of the post-1¢
movements and conclude by looking at present-day considerations on the human condition with thinl
such as Cornell West, Peter Singer and a few others. We will use a series of representative texts
well as film documentaries throughout the semester. Although reading will not be strictly require
students will be encouraged to spend time reflecting on their lecture notes each week. Indeed, tt
will help students understand the course and thus benefit from it. Students will be asked to take
exams—one mid-term exam and one final exam—based on my lectures. Both exams will feature multi
choice questions. Team discussion will also be encouraged through a series of questions based on
weekly lectures and documentary screenings.

NOTE: Students may be asked to take classroom quizzes between weeks 10 and 17 to fulfil bonus poi
requirements if need be. Details about bonus points will be provided in class.

Specific learning objectives:

+ advanced listening, reading, and thinking skills

« foundations of ethics and moral philosophy

« origins of civilization and culture

+ historical background: 1850s ~ 1980s

Attendance policy:

There 1s no specific attendance policy—it is indeed entirely up to you whether or not to attend

class. But please note that graded classroom activities such as bonus point quizzes are not repe:
under any circumstances. This means you will get a mark of 0 for each missed classroom quiz whetl
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Mid-term Exam 50%
Final Exam 50%
Bonus Points 30% **ONLY IF NEEDED**

BT X

Lectures in English using PPT slides.
Informal conversations with students focused on their reading activities.

Use of documentary films directly linked to the reading material used during the lectures.
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#H#EZZ 4 . Nietzsche. Philosopher, Psycho
5% : Walter Kaufmann Z5/# k&4 : Princeton: Princeton University Press 1974.
#MEZ 4% . Civilization and Its Disconten
Y% : Sigmund Freud Z A&/#4&4% : London: The Hogarth Press 1964.
#AEZE£ % : Existentialism Is a Humanism.
Y5 : Jean-Paul Sartre Z5/#irr#t : New Haven: Yale University Press 2007
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1 |1 Introduction: syllabus, grading system, rules, textbook. General discussion.
2 12 All further assignments will be introduced in class each week and are TBA.
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1 lemail me if you have questions (robertlantin@temple. edu)
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1 [Basic reading, listening, thinking skills 40%

2 [American & British literature appreciation Negligible

3 |[English language teaching abilities Negligible

4 JIntercultural awareness 50%

5 [Teamwork spirit skills 10%
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robertlantin@temple. edujhttp://robertlantin. com/20th_C (02) 2621-2121 ext. 2104 TBA
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